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Challenges All to Conquer Their Worst Fear It was a game that had been more than 4.2 years in the making,
a championship that had been dreamed of since the first moment Reid Branson stepped foot inside his gym.
After a 13-2 win over last year’s runner-up, Vikings junior jiu-jitsu black belt Reid Branson secured his first
NCAA Division I MMA tournament title with a first round split decision win over Florida’s Daniel Matt. “It’s
the best feeling in the world,” Branson said in the locker room, shortly after receiving the scoresheet.
Branson has been the face of the UMass basketball program since he began training with the Minutemen’s
MMA program just over a year ago. During his freshman season, he showed an early knack for the big stage
with a notable 4-3 record in UMass’s last 7 bouts. Reid Branson (Minnesota) defeated Daniel Matt (Florida)
in the finals of the NCAA Division I Men’s Jiu-Jitsu Championship Tournament to secure his
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